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W it may be 8 That „ 
ollowing Papers concern dye ſuch” of 


11 


ful. As for thoſe amonpſt them who are 


themſelves always ready to do jaſtice to the 


Church of England, and to the Cauſe ox 


Truth, by endeavouring to remove ſuch 

groundleſs Prejudices out of the Minds 
I their Followers, And, whatever the 
Ie of theſe Papers may prove, it is to be 
oped that the Perſons concerned will, at + 

, . it no Crime or e that "> 
A . . 5 


the DE as judge Conformity to the 
Church eſtabliſhed zo be, in it /elf, /aw- 


ſo little inſtructed in the nature of the 
Goſpel, as to think Communion with our 
Church Unlawful and Antichriftien, 1 
could _ ho to convince them of the con. 
trary , o ſmall a Treatiſe as this: And 
7e 27 rather to refer them to what 
bah been already written on this Head, and 
Io the judgment” of the beſt and mojt learned 2 
nom ſt their own Teachers; who profeſs 
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beard * their Conſtant Conformity, 
and endeavour to-perſwade them to ir. 1 
bave nothing farther to add, hut that I have 


 cboſen to argue with them, 8025 from the 


Conſiderations of Peace aud Unity : becauſe 
this Method is moſt eafie to be ps How ay of 


and moſt likely to move all who have 15 


concern left for the Honour of Chriſtiani- 
en * yung 8 ” e Froceſtunt Fu 
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plain Propoſition, at all canſleſs and unneceſſs- 


ry Divifiens and *Diſtinftions, are moſt carefully 


| an Conſcientiou 
ſenſe 


7 y to be . by Chriftians. 
this e the beſt Hriters on 


11 es, have, Mn nt, and with one 5 


ee Concern, preſſed the 
Conſciences of —— the Dut and In — 


of Peace and Concord, and Guilt and Miſ- 
chief of needleſs Diſtinttions and Diviſions, This 


being fo wwe acknowledged, 
ſtantly 


but Nut < 
it is the judgment, not only of the ing 
Divines, but of your own Teachers alſo, That i» 


con- 


concerns us al, as much as the Favour of l. 


mighty God concerns us, to have a ſacred and Con. 


OW there are but two Met 
our 2 can poſlibly be compa a pe- 
riod put to all thoſe Miſchief my: Nas, which 
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teſtants amongſt us, as well Diſſenters as 
Confor malt, o more agree, than in this 
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h 1 ſhall not here enlary upon it. 
3 this uſe of it at preſent that . 


Rant Re ard to publick Peace and Uni 
II. N. 1 i in en 


„ in the daſtinCtion of our 
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Cburches, and the different Modes of Worſhip U 

ſet ny amongſt us. For this muſt be done, either I o 

by the entire compliance of the Conformiſts with 1a 
you, and theralteration of the Eſtabliſted Church, pu 
according to your wiſhes 5 or, by your Compli- ea 
ance with them, and your Conformity to the ot] 
Church already Eſtabliſſedd. - at 

III. There is a third Method which perhaps WW ch 

ſome ſincete Chriſtians (who know the Goodneſs WF of 
|, and Charityof their own Tempers) ma) be apt to pr 
judge fully ſufcient for this end without either of Wi 
| the former: And that is, the univerſal Practice Wi 
of Love, and Charity; and mutual Forbearance, th: 
a amidſtour different Modes of Worſhip. And ! cot 
would to God, that there were any thing in the the 
Tempers of Men to incline us to hope for an uni - ter 
verſal Practice of ſuch God-like Virtues. Bnt dee 
where is there any Ground for us to expect this? the 
Some few, it may be, imagine themſelves poſ- WM any 
ſeſs d of a true Chriſtian Temper : But of how the 
ſmall importance is this to be eſteemed, when we the 
conſider the great Numbers of thoſe who are h 
| wholly unacquainted with it; when we daily ſee ten 
i how much Heat and Violence is entirely owing to S0 
odur Keligious diſtinctions; and what a handle they kne 
give, as Well to deſigning Men at Home, as to our the 
profeſſed Enemies Abroad, to inflame us againſt pre 


one another, and to make us the Inſtruments of tene 
Y bringing about: their Deſigns ? Since, therefore, MM and 
this is ſo very euident, and open to the obſervation IM whe 
bon ak. you will IE. um, that it is the MW lem 
indiſpenſable Duty of us all to do whatever lies in ſpec 
codiur Power towards an eſtabliſhed Peace and Uni- eve 
95 conſider whether the way toaccompliſh this, MW Pra; 
1 * to look after our own Tempers only , without laſt 
regarding the evil effects our Practice may have wou 


pan 


4 * 
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pon others; or to conſult the natural tendencies 

of our Actions, and to guide. our Practice in all 
lawful things, às we find it moſt conducive to the 
publick Peace, and leaſt likely to prove the oc- 
caſion of Heat, and Diſcord, and Variance, to 
Deen nn an iyrbeey oa 
This ſeems to me plainly recommended to all 
chrittians, by the Law of Nature, and the Goſpel 
of Jeſus Chriſt; tho they could be ſecure of 
preſerving their own Tempers and Paſſions, 
within the bounds of Regularity and Decency, 
without this. For this reſults evidently. from 
x that obligation Chriſtians are under, to regard 
conſcientiouſly the Good of their Neighbour, 
he the Honour of their Holy Profeſſion, and the In- 
1i- ll tereſt of that Society they belong to. But in- 
deed, were they only to conſult the Happineſs of 
their on Breaſts, and had they no concern-with = 
any beſides themſelves, this would certamly be 
the ſecureſt way of er 2 
their on Quiet, and good Temper ; to voi 
whatever might probably, or could poſſibly, 
tend in its nature to taint their Hearts with 
Sowrneſs, or Malice, or Paſſion; as all will ac- 
knowledge, that Diviſions do, of what ſort ſoever 
they de. However 1 put it not upon this; at 
preſent, becauſe ſome may evade this, and pre- 


and good Tempe? : And becauſe I write to thole, 
who niſbbeſenfble;” that we have all of us a fo-- + 
lemn account to give of our Behaviour, as it re- 
ſpects the World about us; and that we are alt 
everely to anſwer for the evil effects of ur 
Practice upon Humane Society, if it be found at 
laſt that we might have prevented them, and 
would not; or that we might have ſeen the Way 
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rend to the greateſt ſecurity of their bwn Charity, = 
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do Peber, ind yet wilfully (hat pur Eyes agai 
the Light. This, therefore, I lay hogs 
certain Rule, to direct us all in our Conduct, Thar 
ir it our indiſpenſable Duty to chuſe that Method of 
 Prattice, which tends maſt to the Happitteſs of that 
Saͤocscieth towhichwe belong; provided it be confiſtent 
 with'that Duty we ome to G, aul with our own 
IV. This being a certain and undoubted Man- 
im, it follows from hence, That it is your indi- 
penſable _ to practice Conſtant Conformity to 
E 
e, tha g is required of you in it. 
— is ſinful or unlawful; for this ſies within 
our Province, and you cannot poſſibly act a 
better part, towards the re-uniting the divided 
Hearts of this Nation. You muſt either Cunfarm or 
Separate: And if your choice be to be determine. 
dy the Maxim now laid down,it is impoſſible you 
would refuſe to Conform. For all the World 
| knows; and we daily feel, the Miſerable Conſe- 
' mnences of Religious Diſtinctions and Diviſions. | 
It being therefore ſo evident, that your Conformity | 
would dend to the removing theſe Evils, and to 
4 Ka the Uniry of this Nation, 1 ſhall not labour to 
prove 0 yon; What you muſt be already fully 
| -  ronvinced of. But tho' this be ſo very plain and 
 . gation to Conformary be, on this account, ſo ma- ; 
_ Caſt and — yet I um ſenſible, that 
There are ſome Hindrances and Stumbling-blocks s! 
in your way to ſo good u practice ; and that you 
|| * appear tv your ſelves to have Reaſons on your 
ide, ſufficient to incline you againſt that Cor- 


Femin which-would be f _—— Peace 


at preſent ſhall, be, to examine thoſe Reaſons; 
and to endeavour to remove thoſe Hindrances , 
oping that you will judge ſincerely and impar- 
tially in a matter of ſo great and univerſa! 
—A V ĩ WEE EY 
V. One of theſe hindrances ] take to be founded 
on that reaſon, you think, you have to expect 
| that the Eſtabliſhment ſhould be altered accord- 
ing to your minds. For ſince our Unity may be 
effected as well by the Compliance of the Con- 
formiſts with Tou, as by your Conformity to the 
Church already Eftabliſheas, Nou ſeem to ima- 
gine, that it is as much the Duty of the Confor- 
miſts to 6 with Tou, as it is your Duty to 
comply with Them; and that it is as reaſonable 
for you to expect their Conformity to you, 4s it is 
for them to expect your Conformity to them : 
And ſo not to think your {elves obliged to Confor- 
mity, on this account. Now, in order to remove 
this difficulty out of your way, 1 ſhall-endeavouf 
% Ty 20 ns 
1. That it is not as reaſonable for you to expect 
= their Compliance with you, as for them to ex- 
_ your Conformity to the Eftabliſhed Church; 
2. That, ſuppoſing it were as reaſonable, yet 
this would be no good Argument againſt your 
J 8 
I. That it is not as reaſonable for you to ex- 
pet the Compliance of the Conformifts with you, 
as it is for them to expect your Conformity to the 
Church already eftablijhed. And indeed, 7 cannot 
think that you your ſelves can think it 10: For 
ou all ſeem to agree with us in the great neceſ* 
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eace Wiity, or at leaſt expediency, of ſome particular 
are, Form of Church-Government, and Worſhip'y | 


* 


N 


e 
and of the eſtabliſhment of this by Civil Laws. 
Were it in your Power, there is no donbt but 
you would think your ſelves obliged to eſtabliſh 
that particular Form, which to your ſelves ſhould 
ſeem moſt agreeable to the nature of the — 
and the end of Publick Aſſemblies, Now you mu 
be {enſible that an Efabliſhment can fignifie no- 
thing, nor be of any uſe, unleſs it be ſappoſed, 
either that it is ſo apparently perfe&, and fo ſuita- 
ble to the Wiſhes of all Perſons, that none can 
find fault with it, or diſcover any thing amiſs in 
the Conſtitution of it: Or, that there is an obliga- 
tion lying upon every Chriſtian to have ſo much 
regard to publick Peace and Decency.as to conform 
himſelf to what is eſtabliſhed, if nothing be requi- 
red of him but what he acknowledges lawful. 
As to the former of theſe nr nia It 8 


any Conſtitution, or draw up any 3 or Di- 
, . 1 


edlen for Worſhip, that ſhall be agreea 


e to all 


Conformity to it, but what concludes now for 


the neceſſity of your Conformity to what is now 
- Eſtabliſhed ; nor can there be any. reaſon for 


== your . nom that the Eſtablied Form 


mould be alter d according to your Wiſhes,which 
would not equally encourage others to expect the 
alteration of any other Eftabliſhment, had you 

| order'd it exactly as you thought beſt, If, there- 
fore., you ſhould not think it reaſonable in others 


0 withold their Conformity till the Eftabliſhed 
Form was alter'd to their Minds, provided it 


were ſuch as you could wiſh it; you cannot think 


» 


TR" e 1 
it reaſonable in your ſelves to expect the alterati- 
on of what is now Eſtabliſped, . meerly becauſe 


it is not agreeable to your Deſires. And as you 


would, in that cafe, think it much more reaſon- 
able for thoſe others to conform to your Eftabliſh- 
ment, than to require the alteration of it to their 
Minds: So judge concerning your ſelves now, 
who are axactly in the ſame Circumſtances; and 
think it much more reaſonable for you to comply 
with what is already Eftabl;hed, than to infilt 
upon the alteration of it according to your Wiſhes. 
For, if there can be no Argument urged now for 
Separation, under pretence of inſiſting upon Alte- 


rations, that might not with equal force be u. 


ed by many others, had Ton your ſelves framed 
| Ja Eſtabliſument; And if you would think it un- 
reaſonable in th. i others to expect that the Fta- 
bliſhment ſhould be new model'd to their Minds; 
then certainly there can be no good Argument 
urged for your felves,' in theſe Circumſtances : 
Nor can it be ſo reaſonable for you to expect the 
Compliance of the Conformifts with you , as for 
them to expect you Compliance with the Church 
already Eftabhſhed, And this leads us to the o- 
ther Suppoſition I made, which is . the 
Opinion of all who deſire any. Efablifſhment, . as 
you always ſeem to do, via 00. 
That there is an obligation upon vo Chri- 
ſtian, to conform himſelf to what is ERHabliſped, 
provides nothing be required of Him, but what 
ie judges to be Lawful. This is plain to all who 
plead for an Eſtabliſiment: For otherwiſe, what 
can any Eftabliſhment ſignify! To what peipote 
| ſhonld we defire or labour after it, unleſs ſuch 
an Obligation be ſuppoſed ? It is in vain to hope 


that any Eſtabliſhment can be ſo framed, as that il 
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many Perſons will not imagine ſome Defects and 


Imperfectioꝭs in it: And if this Imagination be 


ſufficient to excuſe them from complying with 
the Eftavliſhment , it is wholly in vain to defire, 


or propoſe any ſuch thing, If therefore an Efta- 
l Pede be neceſſary, or expedient, the Rule 


muſt be, that it is the Duty of all Chriftians to 
comply with it, if no ſinful terms of Communion 


be required of them; unleſs you will lay all Eſta- 
blihments open to infinite Diviſions, and fruſtrate 


the very End for which alone they are deſigned. 
And if this be the Rule we are to go by, you 
cannot but think it your Duty to comply with 
the Church already Eftabliſhed. For that there 


| ought tobe an Eſtabliſhment, it is or Opinion, 


with you, as it is for them to 17 our 
mity to what they have Eſtabliſbe 
. Pears how meanly ſoever you may judge of their 


God, But, 


as well as the Opinion of the Conformiſts. It is 
plain, therefore, that it is the concern of thoſe 
Who are in Authority, to frame ſuch an one, as 


they judge moſt agreeable to the Goſpel of Chriſt, 


and the Ends of Religions Aſſemblies. And it is 


as plain, that nothing remains for others to do, 


but to enquire whether they can Lawfully con- 
form to this Fftabliſhment,or no. And from hence 


it appears, that it cannot be as reaſonable. for 


you to expect the Compliance of your 9 

Confor - 
For it ap- 
2 wet , that they have done their Duty, 
according to the beſt of their Judgment: And ſo 
nothing remains, but that you ſhould do you Du- 


ty. And if an Eſtabliſhment can ſerve any good 


Ne muſt be your Duty to comply with it, 
you find nothing in it coutrary to your Duty ta 


2, Sup: 


2. Suppoſing it were as reaſonable for you to 
expect the Compliance of your Superiors with you, 
as it is for them to expect your Conformity to 
what they have Eſtabliſhed; yet this would be 
no argument at all 1gainſt your Conformity, as long 
as no ſinful Term of Communion is required of yu. 
For ſuppoſing that they do not behave themſelves 
exactly as yon think they ought , and will not 
comply, quit according to your deſites; I ſee not 
how this can poſſibly diſſolve your Obligation to 
conſult the Peace and Unity of the Church of 
Chrift. Put the Caſe, that You your ſelves were 
in Authority, and had contrived and Eſtabliſned 
a particular Form of Church-Government, and 
Worſhip, according to the beſt Light, and the 
trueſt jud gment of your own Conſciences; would 
ou think it juſtifiable, or tolerable, that a num- 
er of Men ſhonld Separate from your Eftabli ſh- 
ment, not becauſe any thing was required of 
them which they accounted ſinful, but becauſe 
you would not comply with all their Demands, 
aid new Model it according to all their Wiſhes? 
And yet this is juſt the Caſe before us. Your 
Superiors have eſtabliſhed a Form, as it was their 
Duty to do, agreeably to their beſt Judgment. 
You do not judge any thing in their Conſtitution 
unlawful, as far as your Compliance is concerned. 
But you think it highly reaſonable that they 
ſhould Act according to your Judgments, and 
make Alterations according to your Deſires : And 
becauſe they refuſe to do this, therefore you will 
Separate from them. This, I ſay, is what you 
could never excuſe in others; and therefore 


what you ought not to excuſe in your ſelves. 


This is what tends tothe Diſſolving all Order, and 
Decency, in the World. For though Obedience 
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de not ſuppoſed due to the Perſons whom you 


gard is due to publick Peace and Unity: 
What purpoſe do we\talk of ſuch an obligation bec⸗ 


ſacred Words into our Mouths; if we can diſpen 
with all regard to them, upon ſuch Pretences as 
theſe? If our obligation to Compliance he diſſolved, dei 


. but when the Eſtabliſument of our Superiors is 
5 1 78 to our Wiſhes , we do but prophane |”: 


rit of the Goſpel, to comply even with the unrea- | it ft 
ſonable demands of others, I mean with whatfeems an pd 
to us founded on no ground; rather than to give I ,;.,, 
\. occaſion to the leaſt degree of Diſcord, and Ha equa 
rred, in the World. It is our Duty to forgive the ¶ poſſi 
ſharpeſt Injuries that can be offered us by our Bre- 
thren; nor can we diſpenſe with this Duty, un- be tr 
der pretence that it as much their Duty to make I the u 
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think unreaſonable ; yet certainly a ſtrict Re- 
And to 


upon all Men; Or to what end do we take theſ obli 


whenever the judgment of our Superiors is not 
conformable to our on, it is invain for us to I wirt 
ſpeak of an Eftabliſhment : And if there be never 
any neceſſity for us to regard Peace and Unity, 


oſe bleſſed Words, when we moſt pretend to ex- 
alt and magnifie them. Certainly, it is the very Spi- 


us Reparation, and entreat our Pardon, as it is ¶ them 
ours to be reconciled to them: Such Interpreta- I p @.c 


| oF tions as this would effectually render vain and expet 


uſeleſs, all the Precepts of the Goſpel to this pur- 
poſe. I nd if in th _—_ of e = Perfons and _ 4 
equals, we are ndifpenfably obliged to regard N ;,,... 
Peace and Concord, even tho they perſiſt in their Com 

unreaſonable Treatment of us; certainly much I come 


more, in the caſe of Superiors, are we obliged to your ( 


have regard to the fame great Concerns, provi- 
ded nothing ſinful be required of us: Becauſe it is I have 
nn ores be N roy 


„ 
* o 
— 


does 
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z be e. But if you will not allow it to 


(ald ey Sift de oppoſed to have framed it 


Gn 


according to the beſt light they enjoyed; becauſe 
they deſign no injury to any private Perſon, and 
becauſe there can be no Peace without ſuch an 
obligation upon us. Nor can their refuſal todo 
what yu think reaſonable any more excuſe you 
from 5 7 80 in all lawful things, than you 
refuſal to do what they judge reaſonable, can, in 
0 — own opinion, excuſe them from Compliance 
Wien wok: 1 F panel 

Belides all this, If we ſhould ſuppoſe it as 
reaſonable for your Superiors to. comply with 

you, as for you to comply with them; You muſt, 
on the other hand, acknowledge it as reaſon- 
able-for you to comply with them, as for them 
to comply with you.” Now this Argument , 
it is plain, holds as 1 againſt their compli- 
ance with yo, as againſt your compliance with 
them. If it be good Reaſoning on your ſide, it is 
equally good on theirs: And then there cannot 
poſſibly be the leaſt ground ever to hope for an 

Agreement, But how ought ſuch an Argument to 
be treated amongſt Chriſtians, as demonſtrates 
the utter impoſſibility of Peace and Unity amongſt 
them? But if you will not allow it to be good 
Reaſoning on their part, as it is plain, from your” 
expectations, you will not; then you muſt either 
ſhew us, that it is not the ſame Reaſoning ; or 
you muſt think it no more an Argument againſt 
your compliance with them; than it is againſt heir 
Compliance with 5% For the matter plainly - 
comes to this; If this be good Argument againſt 
your Compliance; it is equally good againſt the 


i | Compliance of your Superiors : And then you 


have no reaſon to expect n with 
de à good Ar- 


— 


gument againſt their Compliance with you, you 


cannot think it a good Argument againſt your 


compliance with them; And then you have no 
mount from hence againſt yo Compliance with 
And, indeed, the only reaſon you can have to 
expect the Compliance of your Superiors, muſt be 
this, becanſe it is the Duty of all Men, as well 
5 thoſe in Authority as in Subjection, to conſult, as 

much as poſſibly they can, the Peace and Concord 
of the Society to which they belong: For the In- 
trinſick Juſtice of your demands cannot ſo eaſily 
appear to them as this, and ought not to move 
them any farther than as it appears to them. 
And if this be the ground of your moſt reaſonable 
Expectations, this is not particularly their caſe, 
but touches your ſelves very nearly. For if this 


be the Duty of all Men, it is as much your 


Duty as theirs: And it will be found a lament- 
able excuſe, to plead before God at the laſt 
Day, that you neglected to promote Concord and 
Dynity amongſt Chriſtians , becauſe others neg- 
lected it; and that you refuſed to do your Duty, 
becauſe others refuſed to do what you accounted to 
l hope, therefore, I may ſafe ly 
there cannot be ſo great Reaſon for your Superzors 


compliance with yoz,as there is for your compliance 


with Them Or, ſuppoſing the contrary, that 21 1, 
your Duty, notwithſtandiog, to have ſuch a regard to 
Peace and Unity, as to comply with Them, by con- 

forming to the Eitabliſhment already made by them. 


VI. The Second Argument I ſhall mention, by 


which you defend your Practice, and ſatisfie your 
Conſciences in your Separation, is founded on that 
regard you are obliged to have to your own Edi- 

By i, ß. vB 


* 
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conclude, that 
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fication, in yout attendance upon Publick Aſſem- 
blies. You argue, that you are indiſpenſably 
obliged to conſũlt your own ſpiritual Profit and 
Imptovement; that this you cannot do ſo well, 


by conforming conſtantly to the Church Efta- 


bliſhed, as by frequenting Separate Aſſemblies; and 
that, therefore, you think your ſelves under an 

obligation to Separate from the Church of England. 
Ibis l take to be an Argument the molt univerſally 


received, and the moſt heartily embraced, of any 
that concern your Separation; and, therefore, 
ſhall be the more careful to examine the full force 


of it. And, under this Head, I hope to ſhew you, 


1. That there is nothing wanting in the Conſti- 
poſe neceſſary go your private Edification, 
2. That after your private E.dification t5./o far 


tution of the Church of England, that you can ſup- 


conſulted, it is your Duty to regard the publick Edi- 


fication of the whole Church of Chriſt. 


3. That you cannot conſult the Edification of the 
Church of Chriſt more effectually, than by promo- 


ring Peace and Concord amoneft Chriſtians. 


Theſe three Points will very much help to de- 


fication is concerned. | * ON ok 
1. That there is nothing wanting in the Conſtitu- 
tion of the Church of England, that you can /up- 
poſe neceſſary to or 3 Edification, The 
Ends of all our Public 


termine your Duty, as far as the matter of Edi. 


him as we ought ; 


and be perfectly inſtructed | 


our Duty, according to his Will. For the former ; 


of theſe purpoſes, the Liturgy is deſigned: For 
the latter, the Sermons Sie reached dage- 


7 


Aſſemblies on Religious 
Accounts, are compleatly anſwered, if the Cun- 1 
ſtitution of our Public Services be ſo framed, as ⁵ 
that we can praiſe Almighty God, and Pay . 
in | 


her 


© ther wich thoſe Porrionsof Scripture that 


- a - 


« { |; "as ; ; 
. | 6 
: > 8 % | - 
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to the People, in the daily Service of the Church, 

Now, I cannot but think, that in the ſerious 

Uſe of this 1. 4 ou may be more ſecute of 
uc 


offering up to G0 


bly, where the whole is left to the 


Whe iſcretion and 
Abilities of the Miniſter. The 


re is nothing in 


dis Service indecent; nothing unſuitable to the 


. of kim who receives it, or unbecoming the 
Character of thoſe who offer it. It is. compoſed 

of Confeſſions ;, of Praiſes, and Thankſg vings , of 
Prayers, and Interceſhons;, and theſe very well 
' adaptedto the Conditions, and Obligations, and 
Neeceſſities, of the generality of Chriſtians... And 
what could I wiſh for more in a Publick Ser- 
vice? Or, where can you. go, where you can be 


certain of ſo good and ſo proper Aſſiſtances? If 
Fou hy, you have been preſent at this Service, 


and find little entertainment in it; that it is dry 
and jejune ; unapt to move your Affections, and 
raiſe your Devotions ; conſider whence this muſt 


hae proceeded, Have yod come to it with a 


| hearty good Will, and a fincere Deſire of reliſh- 


ing it? Have you thrown out of your Minds all 
Prejudices, and endeavoured to cure all that in dif- 
ference to it, xhich a long diſuſe may have cauſed ? 
Have you attended to ſt with Application and 
Seriouſneſs? And, above all, have you prepared 
Four Hearts before Hand, and endeavoured to fur- 
niſn tbem with ſuch Thoughts, and ſuch Affection 
zs are proper to be expreſſed. in all the ſevera 
parts of Publick Worſhip? This is t 
df all: And who ever hath conſeientiouſly done 


, 1 am. perfaded,, wil nor lghtly Fe 
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A 


\ 


are Read 


Praiſes and Prayers as are 
acceptable to him, and fit for Publick and general = 
Occaſions, than you can be in any Bren Aſſerm- 


This is the main Point 


ſily be induc 


any 4 | 
Plainnefs is not ſuch as can be defpiſed by any 
the greateſt Senſe; and is ſo far from being a 
miſh, that it is an Excellence in it, and onght to 
recommend it to the Approbation and Ule of 
alt amongſt us. And, on the other fide, it muſt be 
by all who have conſidered it, that 
it is ſo fram d, as to be capable of expreſſing the 
devout affections of all who bring any Devotion 


acknowledged 


and all the Motives . irly and dy 
propoſed; The Portions of Holy Scripture that 


A2 &M 


* 


evil of the EFftabliſhed Liturgy, and will not ea- 
ed, either to treat it as a cold and 
empty Service, or to prefer ſuch Compoſitions be- 
fore it, as He muſt joyn with as ſoon as he hears _ 
them, and often before he can * a true Judg - 
ment upon them. This, mdeec | 

the Plainneſs and Simplicity of the Liturgy, .ren- 


der it more intelligible to all Capacities, than 
ayers fet up in oppoſition to it: But this 


of 


along with them; and of exciting, ind awakening. 
1 ) 87 2 


h Religious Paſſions xs are neceffary, or _ 
becoming, -in-thei proper Places, and upon pro. 


per Occaſions. If, therefore, you defire any 


Eftabliſhed Form of Worſhip , how much greater 
reaſon have you to be thankful, that this is fo well 
ſuited to the End of it, than to Separate your 


ſelves from the uſe of it, becauſe it is not, in e- 
very Expreſſion, what you could withit? | 


vided for your worſhipping God, as becomes 
Chriſtians ; fo alſo it is certain and evident, that 
there is no one Point of Duty und Practice, Which 


you cannot be as ſecure of learn ing —. — the A- 
niſtry of this Church, as of any other Whatever; 


that you may be ſure of hearing all the Doctrines 
of the Goſpel honeſtly and compleatly delivered. 
of it fairly and aff2ctionately 


G2 make 


„ is true, that 


le. 


2 


And as the Eftabliſbed Church hith thus pro- : by 
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" a 9 p - 5 - ” 
: 2 | , ; "RS 
l : 9 123 1 5 5 * * "— 2 2 8 
a : „ — — bd 
d . , "E's 1 * E — — — > de, Ape, 92% ws iy 7. * 
— 2 — . R 4> 5... os R Ry 
= * 4 — . 2 * : IM g > t 74 0 A 
— — — ey 4 — — a 3 Pe — 
8 Nr * WER 2 


, * 
* * E 
«4 \ hes n 5 
A ** 9— . UTE * 0 4 . N q 
OO I. * * * 1 e — 2. 
. . ˙—  —_—_—— n 
2 1 * Ge — r 
W * Dre 
44S * * *** 


5. . 

make up a conſtant part of the daily Service, are 
of excellent uſe to this purpoſe : and the Preach- 
ing of the Miniſters in this Church, is, at 


leaſt, as 
ſüiuffcient for this End, as any that is o poſed to 
it. Nor need I uſe more words upon this Head, 


| becauſe the Matter is too plain, and manifeſt," to 
be denied. > e e 


W bat is it, therefore, that can induce you to 


leave the Eſtabliſted Church, under pretence of 


E ſication? The Liturgy of it is ſo framed, that 
you may praiſe God, and pray to him, in every 
reſpect as becomes th 
do not ſeem, at firſt hearing, ſo moving, and af- 
_  fefting as you could wiſh; you ought to be will- 
ing to think, that it proceeds rather from ſome 
defect in your ſelves, than from the coldneſs of 
that; and to conſider, that it is fully ſufficient 
„ the expreſſing, and exciting, all the devout 
Affections that are neceſſary to riſtians aſſem- 
dled together, And the Teaching part is ſo ma- 


naged, that you cannot fear the want of any ne- 


ceſſary and uſeful Inſtructions. And if you 
Can worſhip God, and be taught to live, in all re- 


ſtmects, like Chriftians, as well in the Communion 


of the ERtabliſhed Church, as in any Separate Con- 
"gregation., then, certainly, there is nothing want- 
ing in the Conſtitution of this Church, that you can 
| ſuppoſe neceſſary to your private Edification. The 
- ſecond Propoſition I undertook to ſpeak to, under 
this Head, will not require ſo many Words, 
Se ET 7”; a 


2 That, after your privare Edification is thus 
| far conſulted, it is your Duty fo regard the publick 


Edification of the whole Church of Chriſt. This, 


' Tfay, will not require much Illuſtration, becauſe 


T1 have already touched upon it; and moe 5 


e beſt Chriſtians: And if it 


Words, who ever plead for Peace ʒall who argue for 
Conceſſions, or for Conformity on any Terms; all 


who acknowledge that Chriſtians are concern'd in 
the good of their Brethren, and the Happineſs of the 


World about them. And who is there ſo little 


- acquainted with the Nature and Deſi gn of the 
' Chriſtian Religion, that doth not ackn 


owled; 
this: And that is not ſenſible what a Streſs the 
Goſpel lays upon the Social Virtues, and with how 
much Affection it recommends to us the Advan- 
tage and Intereſt of the whole Chriſtian Church? 
Firſt , indeed, we are to regard our felves, 
ſo far as to ſecure our own Innocence, and to py 

that Worſhip to God, which is due to him: But 
after this is ſecured, He that moſt tenderly re- 


| rune the Peace of Humane Society, and the 


appineſs of his Chriſtian Brethren, is moſt likely 
tobe high in the Glory of Gd, and in the Favour 
of his Lord and Maſter. And if the confiderations 
of Peace and Love, be not of force enough to in- 
duce us to Conform to a particular Sertled,or Efta- 
bliſhed Church, in which we can Worſhip God 
acceptably, and promote our on Salvation; then 
certainly, Pence, and Love, are inſignificant 
Trifles, and not worthy to be put in the Balance a- 
gainſt the leaſt Fancy, or Humour of our own. But 


this cannot be: And we have more reaſon, from "Jo 


almoſt every Page of the New Teſtament, to think, 
that one who frequents the eftablifbbed Worſhip, 
not becauſe it is the moſt acceptable to him, or 
moſt agreeable to his preſent Sentiments, but 
only on the account of Peace, and for fear of gi- _ 
ving Encouragement to ſuch Diſt inctions as may 
prove the occaſion of much Enmiry-and Hl will a- 
mongſt Chriſtians; that this Man, I ſay, mall 


* 


1 


1 


thoſe acknowledge the Truth of it, in other 
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never find any reaſon to complain of the ſmall 


and inconſiderable Defefts of it, and ſhall be 


1 found at laſt, to have conſulted even his own pri- 


6 faith St. Paul, 1 Cor. 8. 1. puffeth up, bur Charity 


vate Eaification, much more than thoſe who have 
followed other Methods, and acted upon other 
Principles. But Tam to ſne wd, 

3. That you cannot conſult the Ediſication of. the 
-Chureh of Chriſt more effectually than by promotixg 
Peace and Concord among Chriſtians. Knowledge 


_earfteth. And the Conſequence of this is, that 
every e the can promote Charity and Concord 
amongſt Chriſtians, is to be the great Employment 
of their Lives; and every thing that tends to de. 
ſttoy thoſe great goods, and to promote Strife and 

3 Diſcard, is conſcientioully to be avoided by them. 
No Society was ever bwlt up, and made ſolid and 
durable, in any other Methods, but thoſe of 
 Cancord ;, whereas the moſt ſolid and firm Socie- 
ties in the World, have been diſturbed and diſ. 
ſipated, and totally ruined by Diſcord. What 


«then do we think will become of that Chriftiar 
| Society to which we belong, if we think much to 


diſregard our own 1 941 Humours and Fancies 
for the ſake of the Publick, and go on to perſue 


ſuch Methods, as have already enflamed us 


'agatyſt.one another, and daily prove the Cauſes 
of much M-milf and Hatred amongſt us? Was the 


Chriſtian Church ever edified, or built up, by 


the Strife and mutual Animoſities of thoſe who 
compoſed it? Or, can we hope to deliver it down 
ſecute and unſhaken'to Poſterity, by ſuch a Be- 


 Haviour? Who would think that Chrytians ſhould 


nat be ready to facrifice any private Opinion to 


the Intereſt of their common Chriſtianity? And 


Feet, we live in thoſe unhappy Times, in which | * 1 


, Chriftians 


8 


vuine the common 32 than willing to ben 
p 


their own Deſigns and Opinions to the ſup 


its and are rather ſtudious to keep alive the miſe- 
rable Diſtractions of the Church of Chriſt, than 
ready to cure and compoſe them, even by the ea- 


feſt and moſt commendable Methods. Nothing 


adds fo much Glory to the Chriftian Church, as 


the Union of Chriftians : And as nothing gives 
more Beauty xo it, ſo nothing gives more Strength 


happy, in it ſelf; and nothing renders it more 


conſult the Edification of the Chriſtian Church , 
than to promote Peace and Love amongſt Chri- 
fiant; and nothing can more become you, than 
to make this the great End of your Actions: eſpe- 
cially conſidering, that you cannot conſult the 
Edification of the Chriſtian Church, without con · 


it is impoſſible you your ſelves (honld be more 


aceable and charitable V irtues, which make up 
I Dre Di,, oG 67? 


* a 


ter that Point is ſecured, it is your Duty to re- 


that you cannot conſult the Edifcation of the 


+ 


than this. Nothing makes it more firm, and 


aimable in the Eyes of others, or gains more 
Proſelytes to it; Nothing conſequently can more 


fulting your on private Edification ;, and that oy 


fectually edified, than by r 70 ding the Publick 
Good , and by promoting the Practice of thoſe. 


nd fince it is .o apparent, that: your private | 
Ediſication may be ſuthciently promoted in your 
Communion with the Eftabliſhed Church ;, that, uf- 


gard the Edification of the Church of Chrift ; and 


Chriftcan Church more eſfectunlly, than by pro- 
noting Pe ace and Concord amongſt Chriftians: 1 | 
need not tell you what follows from hence, For, {| 
if itde your indiſpenſable Duty to promote Peace } 
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. T 
And Concord amongſt Chriſtians, then you are in- 
duiſpenſably obliged to avoid whatever tends to 
' Uncharitableneſs and Diſſenfion amongſt them. 
And, if the Method in which you-are at preſent 
aged, do manifeſtly give occaſion to conſtant 
Diſcord and Violence amongſt us, remember, 
that you are to anſwer for it: And what Account 
will you be able to give of it, when you cannot 
deny, but that you might have been in a ſecure 


thod ? Judge therefore, in your ſelves, whether 
von can do any thing more worthy of the Name 
of Chriſt, than to help to put an end to the Miſe- 
ry and Shame of this part of the Chriſtian World, 
by uniting with that Church from which you have 
Sep: 2 And, from all this laid together, 

judge in your ſelves, whether there be any thing 
* 5 8 commonly drawn from Edifica- 
tion, ſufficient to divert you from conſtant Con- 


% Kee ht tang, 
VII. But, notwithſtanding what hath been 
Hhitherto urged, you may haps think, that 
= the Toleration, allowed by the ſame Laws which 


. have eftabliſhed the Church of England, hath who!- 
1 ; oy taken off your Obligation; and diſſolved all 
. t | ; t | 


=x- under, of conforming. to the Church of England. 
= Now, ſuppoling it to be in the power of a Tole- 


whether the roleration which youalledge,wasever 
dleeſigned to give this Liberty to ſuch as acknow- 
| edge Communion With the Eftabliſhed Church, to be 
lawful; and conſequently,whether the very deſign 
of the 1. aeration not rather condemn, than ac- 
quit you. But it . little, in our preſent Cauſe, 
Whether this be ſo or no. For J argue ** 


* 


5 


way to Heaven, without entring upon this Me- 


at e you might otherwiſe have been F ] 


ration toleave youſofar at liberty, pray conſider, | 


Negl 


- # & 
* 
2 30 


thing, © 


Eecleſiaſtical. Aud, there Fore, you ſhould fix 
en 


' aSany Regard. is, acknowledged to be 


"TRY 


m the Eftablifhment. of the Church 1 
fro - But from thoſe Obli en, $9. to 55 


ae and Concord of Chri 
e ſame, with, and On, the 5 
the civil Power, - It is ever the OV 0 


e ever 
tion of 


ſed with, So that 
ere the Church of 85 a only the ſettled 
Burch of the Plate, Wikeut the Ekublihment _ 
vil Laws, your Obligations to Conformity would 
ſtill mdf ſable; becaule you could not con- 
ſult the Public Ha ne and Peace, without it. 
or can any Toleration di i theſe Obli ations, 
becauſe no Toleration can diſſolve your ot 
ons toconſult the 1989 ae and Peace 
mg as you poſli ib Iv can. This remains Toh 
ty of a Chriſtian tor ever: ieh can diſen ße 
big from it but the utter Im Py 5 
ge Inconſiſtency of it. with own 
Trinocence, and eternal Salvation. 
But . you 123 5 of Toleration; 1 very 1 
mention of it * ut put you in mind, that 
the Church of England hath not only Preſcription, 


and a ſertled Poſſe on ion, to plead for it ſelf, but alſo 


an. Eſtabliſhment by civil Authority,,, as. well as 


it only upon this, as you o 0 Fee this is ſuf- 
ficient to condemn your Dilregird to it E as long 


InjunEions,and Preſcriptions, of lawful Authority, 
For When any particular Church is eſtabliſbed by 


* civil Authority of a 0 Con ers td it o 2 q | 


made the expreſs Command. of that Auchoriry 
and is required of all who . it to "be Jawa: 
Bd Non Conformity in Tac 7180 not only a 


n Ha lie ſi n —_ k 
Neg D ppi 2 "Alto. | 
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| ifhians 
to have the an ben Re dent to them; andſuch 
A LOU as can ae 


ihe _ 


(5 

dn r e Lauf a Zu 
The Deſign af the Eftabliſharens OMA be no het 
but that 2#Mh6pld conform to this Church, el 
z9hdly doit With a ſafe Confeience: 8 con. . 
the Toleration cannot be ſuppoſed con- ter 
de Atever Defigu of the Efabliſf ment. But, cord 
o Fever that be, gur Obligations to. conſhlt the || thek 
eace, arid Concer dof Chriftians, can be difſoly; dug. 
| by no humane Permiſſions; and conſequently,the {ris 
 Toleration cannot diſſolve chem. And from both | << 
theſe it follows,” that the Toleration cannot, in 
the leaſt; affect the Duty of conflaur Communion || Hian 
= the Chnrch of England,, or excuſe you in your } 2PP* 


: 


lect of it. bert 
Ni 1 _ now to exam ine another Reaſon, they 
66! commonly nr againſt conſtant Communion to be 


er the Church 225 and; And that is founded juſt. 
n à miſtaken Notion of a Catholick Spirit , and end! 

of Ori Moderation. For it is ſaid by many of 0 
that Conftant e to this particular || ther 
Thatch is utterly inconfiſtent With true Medera- | 4\grs 
ion, and that Charitable and Catholick Spirit that 47 f 
becomes a Chriſtian. Now, in reply HAH, 1 of So 


that} endeavour to make it appear, this, 
1. That true Chriſtian Ma eration 5s of fuch | oblig 
1 that it will it ſelf incline and lead, you Opu 
conſtant Conformity with the Church of ad gre 


And,” Vei 
e hh thifiait: Conformity is perfeckiy con- doth 
ſiſter with u true Catholick Spirit, and. the moſt Real 
exrenfoe Chriftian Charity. or In 
And ic theſe two Points can be clearly made out, || doth 
they will 9 0 remove out of the way this Ob- the! 


Pk againſt yy r Communion Miſh: The 
porch Or EN Nt 5 e's gt 
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Y «theo ſhall . ine 
| ent is ef ſuch a 


4 5 
eaceiand Can 
ee to give up pl U leger Concerns to 
92 — and 5 10 "Pp what weimagine to be 
due to us in Juſt ber or from What we might, in 


| Aigle dd ts, 
| 
e e of Right, lawfully 12 5 11 to re- 
: 
n 
7¹ 
ir 


, I ſay, from this, for t feat and 

1 ae And the 9 16 5 7 Chri- 

ſtian e in its Influence upon humane Soc 72 
appears from hay that it * not. Men at! 

5 ty „ and indifferent to Peuce, und Canpard;, til 
„ 88 are all ſatisfied: in their Jud gnients, ſo far as 
n to be of one Opinion, a ul to thinkthe fame things 
d || jſt and reaſonable. mthemfelvess; This woultl be 
id || cndleſs: And no oneicguld: hope ta ſas Haare in a 
of ny one Society in the World, up uch Terms: 
ar there being little, rea ſen to hope fer an univerſh 
-a- | Agreement in the fame Nopions. But Adogeraron, 


lat it was {incerely-defigned to promote the Peace 
21 ocietyn ſo it takes a more hy ry Cour A. 
obliges, thoſe that differ wn Vet \Widely:in their 
2INIQNS: concerning lefſer N abters; to twite, aud 
178 ht and Importance. Adadenstön, it ist rue, 
CITES toalterour Judgment about tlie 
Or Injuſtice Of. any particular Matter: But it | 
doth what is: much more likely to contribute to 
give up a Right, and to recede from hat a 
ta us 15 be a reaſonable ee rather t 


this, e . rt teaches; 

for the lake of ſomething that eis of niore 
Reaſonableneſs, or Unxreaſonableneſs the Juſtice, 
the Huppineſs of the World ; for it . us — 5 


14ppine 5 


* 


ft 3 god t and wr [ 


| happin 
great bulineſs 'of Moderation, to induce us to 
pructiſe all lamful things for the ſake of Peace, and 


Concord, amongſt Chriſtians. '\ And conſequently, 
Chi == 


your conſtant Conformity to the Eftabliſhed 

being, in your own Judgments, lawful, Chriſtian 
Moderation is ſo far from inclining you to refuſe 
it, that it doth, it ſelf, lead you to it; as it leads 


= Fou to all Acts of Compliance, and Condeſcenſion, 


or the ſake of a great, and univerſal Good. This 


[ think a true Account of Chriſtian Moderation, 


and particularly of that Place in the New'Tefta- 
ment, where St: Paul preſcribes to Chriſtians, that 
their Moderation be known unto all Men, © 


Ls 


But ſuppoſing this be not an exact Accbemd of 


this Matter, rr Lam certain, that here is nothin 

laid down, but what 1 the Duty o 
every Chriſtian: And jf that fo, it is of ſmall Im- 
portance Whether He be obliged to this Duty by 
the Precepts of Moderation," or by ſome other 
Precepts of the _ It is certain, that your 
Obligations to conſult the Peace and Happineſs of 
Societ, cannot be anſwered; unleſs you are ready 
to give up all leſſer Conſiderations to theſe. Nay, 
it is certam, that all the hyper +: in the Chriſtian 
Religion, that concern Peace, and Concord, are vain, 
and uſeleſs, unleſs this Method be taken, For 
can you poſſibliy hope, or expect, to ſee ſuch an 
Agreement amongſt Chriſtians us we all pretend to 
_ wilh for, if we müſt wait till they are all perſuad- 
_ ed of the Juſtice and Reaſonabléneſs of one ano- 
thers Demands * Till they are of the ſamie Opi- 


nion, in thoſe Points in which they now differ? 


We may as well expect a Reconciliation, and A- 


greement, between the moſt diſtant things in Na- 
D 


8 
4 


* 


700 of Sotiery! So that it appears to be tbe 


7 - 
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and Conror d; if Chriſtians would be perſnaded not 


to break the Pence of Society, for the fake of any 
matter of leſs Importance; for the fake of what 
they might omit, without endangering their own. 
eternal Happineſs. This is a Method ok all others, 
the moſt level to all Capacities; it being no diffi- 


lar Behaviour be conducive to the publick Peace, 


or tontrary to it; and every Man being his S. : 


Jud e of the Lawfulneſs, or tar hare of an 


cult matter to determine whether fach a particu- 


ractice. So that this Method ought to be accep- 
table to you, as it is the only probable way, to 


come to any tolerable degree of Peace amon 


CROTON YT STS OE gs 3 A, 
It is a very bad Notion of Moderation, that is 
embraced by too many, who think it the 8 


N 4 


of this Grace to make us indifferent how we bes- 


have our ſelves in leſſer Matters, provided we hold 


to the main, and fundamental Points of Religion. 


For it cannot be the deſign of Moderarion to break 
in upon any other Precepts of the Goſpel, or upon 


is certain, thatthe Peace, and + <a of Society, 
is moſt paſhonately recommended to the care, and 
regard of Chriſtians; it is as certain, that Mode- 


ration cannot diſſolve the Obligations of Chriſtiant 
to have a tender Concern for the good- of the 


Whole Church, or make it an indifferent Matter to 
them, Which way of Behaviour they chuſe: But, 
whatever the true Notion of it be, it certain- 
ly leaves them under the fame Obligations to pro- 
mote Peace, to Which the Laws 

have bound them up. 


| regulate 


any of the Dictates of ſound Reaſon. And ſince it 


their Maſter 
But there is yet another Notion of this Virtue, 
according to Which it is declared by ſome,. to be 
he Nature, and Office, of Chriſtian Moderation, to 


* 8 


* an teach us not to value any thing above wh 4 


ERIE, A. 
| 8 our Opinions concernining, every thing, 
to 
deſe 


it deſerves, and not to lay a greater weight upon 
any Matter, than the Natureof it . Wow 
though this cannot be a juſt Account of that Mo- 
deration we find ſpoken of in the Nem Teftament, 
yet it is certain, that it is our Dui to fix juſt No- 
tions of things in our Minds, and to value every 
thing according to its Excellence, and no farther. 
And if any Perſons think fit to call it by the Name 
of Moderation, it is not worth while to diſpute 
- that Point; But I muſt then obſerve, that Ao: 
deration, in this Notion of ity hath not the leaſt 
Tendency, in it's Nature, to hinder your Conftant 
Conformity to the Church of England, or to induce 
you to give any Encouragement to a Separation 
From it. For if it be the peculiar Office of Male 
ration to keep your Value for every thing, within 
due Bounds; and to regulate it ſo that it be not 
placed upon. any Object in an undue Meaſure : It 
will, indeed, teach you to value every thing leſs 
than your on eternal Salvation; but it cannot 
teach you to undervalue the Peace and Concord of 
Chriſtiant, as Trifles of no Importance. No, the 


Value of the/e will be always great, next to y 
own. everlaſting Happineſs; and cannot be af 
fected, or altered, by Chriſtian Moderation 


i =» Which, if it rightly ſettle the due place of every 


mg to this acount of it, willunavo 


thing, will certainly fix theſe in a, very high De- 
| gree, and make them ſecond to nothing but Salva- 
tion it ſelf. And, if Moderatinm it ſelf, accord. 
idably lead 
| you to this, how can you ſhew thisRegard 


= that is apparently. due to theſe goods, whil 


Fon refuſe. that Conformity to a lawiul Eſta. 
Hifbment „ Which would nughtily promote 


? 


> 


i). 


| cham; FR: give Encouragement RY Diviſions 


which are the me ts wp ſt Hindrances to them? And 
how can you be ſaid, in this Conduct of your ſelves, 
to ſatisfy the Demands, and obey the DiRates, 
of that very Moderation, which you plead in your 
Defence; unleſs you ſuppoſe it becomes a Chriſtian 
to have an indifferent and Moderate Regard, to 
that Unity, and Peace, which are the very Glory 
and Strength of Chriſtianity ? 
Indeed, were there any thing in your Conſtant 
Carries with Wn Church, which would neceſ⸗ 


ro | farily oblige 1 ace a greater Value upon a- 
1 Jn Og itution of it , had it 3 

me 2d truly deſerves ; ſomething might 6 
ce from a Virtue of Moderation, in chf ſenſe 

. it, to defend you ty your Neg 168 of it, But - ; 


Rant Conformuty implies not in it any thing like 
um I this. For if you have framed your Opinions ſo, 
t as to think meagly. of the Public Service of the 
It 7 Chgeh, in * 72 with the ways 

Wor ſpip let up in oppoſ ition to it; ( Which I can- 
hot. not ina; meu to proceed from any thing, but Edu 
{ of cies, or Cuſtom Dd] Conftant Communion doth not 
che oblige you to think, or declare the contrary : 
MY 6: or doth it neceſſarily imply any thivg in i 


that you do, upon ſome Conſiderations, prefer it mn i 


n before Separation; Whether for. its own ſake, or 
ery the ſake of the Publick Peace, and Unity, no one 


De- can judge from. the Practice of it. And conſe- Dot ll 


[va NÞ quently," the Principles of Aloderatien, this way 
2rd- explained, cannot reaſonably influence you againſt 

lead Conftant. Conformity ;, becauſe Conſtant S 0 
xd 12 is the beſt, way ” ex reſſing that Regard which 
hilſt Nis certainly dus to Feace, nd Concord; and be- 
ta- cane it unplies nothing in it, that can oblige you 
note n NHace an 8 FRO upon any TTY of our Con- 
em; alla. 95 Waat- 


. (85) af 
Wbatſoevex, therefore, be ſuppoſed to be the 
Nature, and Office, of Chriſtian Moderation, it is 

evident, that it muſt rather engage you to con- 

ſtant Communion with the Church of England, 
than help to influence you ag27ft it. Having thus 
endeavoured to ſhew you, with how little reaſon 
this excellent, and truly Chriſtian Grace is ur- 
- ged againſtithe reaſonableneſs of your Conformity, 


2. That Conſtant Conformity is perfectly ronp- 
Rent with a true Catholick Spirit, and the moſt ex- 
tenſive Chriſtian Charity. And this will appear 
by conſidering what this Catholicł and Charitable 
frame of Spirit is, to which we are obliged by the 
Chriſtian Religion, Now, it is plain, that there 
is R in the Goſpel of our Saviour, deſigned to 
lay an Obligation 0 us to approve, or encou- 
rage, by Words, or by Preſence, all the different 
ways of Publick Wi 1720 amongſt Chriſtian Bre- 
thren, This cannot be the Duty of Chriſtiant; be- 
_ cauſe the Practice of it is impoſſible, without the 
_ utmoſt inconvenience, and diſorder: Nor did! 
ever yet hear of any one, Who could produce one 
Text of Scripture to ſhew the Neceſſity of this; or 
 Whothought himſelf obliged to give equal Encou- 
ragement to all Religious Partiesamongſt Chriſtians 


r 
7 


- 
1 — 
. 


And yet, if the 4 rp be not as equal, as. 
polſible,] ſee not how this Obligation is farisfied, 
fthere be ſuch an Obligation upon us. And we 
find amongſt thoſe who ſpeak moſt of this Ca- 
tholick Spirit, that it extends not, in Practice, 
generally, to more. than two forts of Chriftzan ; 
And this, with a very remarkable, and conſtant 
Inequality. 80 little do theſe Perſons themſelves 
ſeem to think themſelves obliged to a juſt, and 
eee, enn 


- 
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Aan * 


themſelves up to a xi Qrous: 


* 99) 
cad . of bbs l 


bletvation of it. This, 
therefore, met e included in the true Notion 


of chat u holick and GB table Spitit 93 Which be- | 
8 80 


comes 1 Chriſtians ; becsuſe it 18 ; Prack! 
where plainly zecommended ; and, 
I 10 e and, in K 10 egree, 


oprieti 8, in th ure 
And as this 5 A 0 | 
got to wh themlclves. concerned in aÞy leb, Duty; 
6M, e 
Ulia ed te I TOgrets any ug 
2 855 the World, ich leall Concern tor Rah- 


| lick 72 575 4 Ne Breaſts. — 
C 


Names, that you deſire an 


often pro 
ian; > and © 1 Auen denn any) Abate 
ments, would intireiy reconeile yqu tothe prelem on- 
Ritution. "This: „the bejly: and. greateſt of your. An- 


in pt pwn n 1 ae N. . 5 
a Duty to cee 2 all &#+of ls 


ſters have | 
and continue tot 


dw can you profets your, lelyes ready wo Communie 
cars conſta Ns Wirk the C hure . chef Hug landi upon lome 
"LMS and 19 leaue off all duch Engouragemepry- for 
he future, 30,any, who Separateitram. it? Bur af you 


fingered! Aa ſuch. ene — rs regoncile %u, 
and make ou Conan Confqrm! 


how then gan you 
This a neceſlary Duty of G buſt itionityt Aud why 


do you go on ta encourage neh NM a multi gett- | 
lat vain all. Attempts towards df Uuity and Concord 


or if chis Encouragsmem beg que, acggrdiug to tus 
Laws of the Go / pel, and the Natuie of Chriftiguity, to 
all the diſtexipg ves of Ge rang: ; then wit Will 
the beſt E#ab{z/ament in the World banifte towards lie 
ids of an . No Fracs gambe this way 

nee my 2 be D RE upon Men, 
20 10 5 $5; 20: @yform 40 it, were 
Wag moſt {70 that | my eas pothbly .be- 1 
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he e Slear 
Ton tor all Chr; 2 
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Take care, therefore, leſt your preſent Practice oppoſe 

your profeſſed Deſign; and Sow not ſuch Seeds'of Diſ- 
Leſion in the Land, as will utterly confound all de- 
_ ſigns of Union, and Agreement, and render all Arcommo- 

Adationt, . fruitleſs, and ineffeftual, If you have the 
. leaſt Defire of ſuch an Eſtabliſhment as TH could in- 
_ tirely'comply wich, enrertam not thele Principles, 
Which ürike at the Root of all Efalliſ ments, and pre- 

vent all the good Purpoſes of them. And if you have 
any Concern for Peace,and Unity amongſt us, encourage 


not ſuch Notions , as are inconfiſtent with that re- 


gard to Peace and Unity, which the Chriſtian Religion 
2 This is another Reaſon, why it cannot be 
the Di 4 of Chriſtians to give ſuchEncquragement to 
all rhe differing ways of Vorſbip amongit Chriſtians ; 

becauſe It is the Duty of Chriftians to conſult the 
Trace of the Chriſtian Church, And whether this be 
maoſt likely to be done, by Conformity to a lam ful 7 
Nittel Oburch, or by an indifferent Encouragement of all 
the leveral Churches amongitusletany one judge. Our 


| Duty is to do all lawful Things, for the ſake of Peace, 
-_ andtopromote Loue among ſt Chriſtians: And yet many 


__  amongit us act, as if they thought it their Duty to 
dd every thing f in order to encourage Diviſ- 
on,, and Hatred, in the Chriſtian Church. Why elſe 


if 5 do rhey rather chuſe to find out ſuch new Duties in 


the Goſpel, never heard of before in the Chriſtian 
cCburel, than to practice the old? And why do they 

_ refuſe io Walk in that Path, which leads plainly, and 

directly, to greater Degrees of Unity, and Concord ? 


; =, A true Chriſtian Spirit cannot direct us to ſuch a Be- 


haviour; any more than it can direct us to diſturb the 
Peace of Society, and to render all deſigns of Accomo- 
JJJͤ ĩð (TT 

It is true, that it is our Duty to acknowledge all 


P briſtians to be ſuch; to Love our Neighbour as our 


lelves 3 to do unto all Men, as it is reatonable for us 
to with they would do unto us , were we in their 
Donditionz to be kind, and tender hearted, one to- 
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wards another 3 to practice all Inſtances of 3 
th 
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he 


that is ii our Power, and that is conſiſlent with the 


ſtrictly obliged to: But this doth not at all bring us 
under any Neceſſity of g wing any Encouragement to 
prove the. occafion'of much Unhappineſs to ir: Bur 


to endeavour to convince them of their Error, 
and to put a ſtop to the evil Conſequences of them. 


N agpiw rm 


ledged againſt the reaſonableneſs of Conſtant Confor- 
a- mity ; when it is ſo very evident, that there is not 


all one fingle: Branch of of it, but What may be duly, 5 


4 and punctually performed by a Chriſtian, in Commu 

be, | 3 the Church of 1 Nay, I will add, 
ny | That this Grace map be pra 
to by ſuch an one, than it can be by any who. give 
;f- | <ncouragement to Separation from it: Becauſe the 
iſe Former neglects no part of Charity Which the oer 


to Publick Peace, by giving no Encouragement tv 
any thing that is the occaſion of Ungbaritableneſs., 


be one of the frſt, and Principal Branches of Chari- 
ty; and which the Perſon who thinks Coꝝſtant (Com 


ſeems to me ſo conſiderable a part of Chriſtian Chari- 


rit, that I cannot but think that we may draw a 


Chriſtian Charity rather obliges us to the contrary; 


it is wonderful to hear this divine Virtue al- 


ited „ in greater extent, 


practiſes; and, beſides this, ſhews a ſacred regatd 


OY 


his Regard, caungt- be laid to do. And, indeed; this 


much better Argument from theſe , in behalf of your 
Conſtant Conformity, than any that can be urged a. 


and Charity, towards out Brethren 3, ro abhor all 
thoughts of Rigour, or Iihumanity , for the lake of 
any Religious Difference; ànd to do them all the good 
Obligations we ate under to our ſelves, and to the 
Teſt of the World. All this; and the like, we are 


che Errors of our Bretbren; eſpecially fuch Errors as | 
Have a bad Influence upon Humane Sactety , and 


or Diſturbance, amongit Chrittians ; which lems ro | 


i 


ty, and ſo neceſſary an Effect of a truly CatholickSpj- 


gainſt it · For what W 3 


lp) 1 
4 A than to- rd the Peace 
ma __ Church ?. And yer genuine 

and natural Effect of a truly. Casholick/ Spirit. chan 

to endeavour to pur ſome {4 the Diviſions, and, 

_ conſequently, the Uncharitable Heats ;. among 

-  Jians? This wall A the moſt Cas bol ick Spirit - 

And, conſequently, if an Agument taken from 2 ber, 

can have, any In Influence upon you, it muſt detet- 
mige 1 to e Conformity. At leafl, I may 

habe leave. to lay, that it is evadem from what | 
hath been a N this. Head, that there 

9 nothing included 5 1 that can influence you 
to give any ee e to unneceſary S parat i- 

ons from the Church, of England; ot that gan be ſup- 


_ Poſed inconſiſlent with the de hne wath 


Ms 

Having ins ditlindix conſiderd 1 'of 12. 

Reaſons againſt Conſtant Conformity to the Eſtabliſhed 
hwch, . as leemed 10 me moſt generally „ and mont 
firmly, received among u; and having offered to 

your Thoughts ſome Obſervations. upon them: 1 

mall only propole a few. more Gonfplerations £0 YOu, 


. and lo make an End. 


IX. 1 you judge it polawful for you. to-cepform 
conitant y , . becaule- this would be to approve » and 


. encourage , , unneceſſary Impoſitions in the Chriſt inn 


Church, which you are bound to » and reſiſt: 
deſire you would conſider, that this will equally 
| Hold againſt r t0 all Eſtabliſhments, becaule 
none can be framed without unneceſſary Ino ſit ions 


and alſo againſt cur.own Eftabliſhwent, tho? if ſhould 


be amemded according to the Demands; which have 
en openly made, in your. Name as well as the 
Name of your Miniſters, You profefs pour ſelves 
= to x oyn with this '\Bitablrfbment' to amended : 
And yet lome unxeceſ/ary Impoſitious. will: una vo d- 
. be 9 5 in it. How then can vou urge an Ar- 
ment againſt Conformity io it, as it is at preſent ; 


ar n as Akrongly againit 3 to it 
. 


| When 


E 


N 


s 


ment of unnec eſſary hmpoſtions upon Chriſtians which 
| in themlelves ate neither good, not bad: Un the - 
ther fide Separation from this Church inplies in it, 
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E 
EN 
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when your | Demands are anſwered z and you your ; 
ſelves ate ready to comply with 1. But, 


But, in uu, 
Conſt ant Couſbrmity doth not — in it either the 
Approbation, or Encouragemem, of wnnerefſary me- 
it int. It implies im it Only, as 1-obieryed befete, 


that you think fit to comply with the Uſe of hem; 


but for what Reaſons. it doth not declare. And, 


beſides, ſuppoſing it did imply in ut the Encourage- 


as much ,. the Encouragement; of luch Principles, 
and Practices „ as make all Lais, and Jeace im- 
poſlible,.. and impracticsble. I Be Bufchen is not 10 
and Heat againſt ir : But remember, chat if, on the 
one hand, you give occaePn to the Impoſition of 


more Ceremonies; On. the other hand, yougive occation 


to much Violence, and {Unoharttableneſs > Whether 
you deſign it, or not. And which of the two can we 

think the more acceptable to God ; ibe Man who re- 
fuſes Conſtunt Conformity, for fer by ſbould encourage 
the Impoſition of lome indifferent Ihings ; or the Man 


who ptact iſes it, for feat he ſhouid encourage the Yio- 
| dance, and Vucharituhleneſs , that are Akely ro-a0com- 


all Aelig inus Dini? Certainly, it 18 mare 


{ao mug to Iubmlit to dome lupo tions, which = 


had berter not have been ordamed , than $2 do any 
thing chat tends to the diſturbance of the Chriſtiau 
Church.  Suppoling it io be a Matter not Laudable in 
it lelf ; yet certainly it is our Duty to chule this, 
rather than'a greater Evil: And it cannot be neceſſa- 
ry for a Chriſtzan to teſiſt luch Iuipoſ tions; when he 
cannot do it without endangering Matters of infin. 
Iy greater Moment. For the tuppoled; pollible , In- 

conveniences of the former, ate not waithy to be pur 
into the Balance agzinſt the viſible, and ſenſible, evil 


Conſequences of the latter: Nor is there any thing to 


e drenced-from the one, comparable to that Violence, — | 


And Uncharitableneſs , and that Diſbonour to Chri- of 1 
 ftianty , that is ſeen to follow from the ober. | oe 
And how then; can you think it worth a Chy;- n 
'* Fianes while; to reſtify againſt Impaſtions, not ſinful 15 5 

„in themſelves, at the expenſe-of Publick Peace, and 5. 


N Conbderthat your Caſe is very different fromthe ver 
_ Caſe of Minen: And, therefore, that how hard ſo- Teſt 
euer the Temmof Miniſterial Conformity may ſeem, this We 
cannot excuſe you in your Separation. The Terms of 1 oh 
ö La- Conformity, in which only you are concerned, are Lone 
ſhou] 
react 
ſhou] 
of & 
ftiani 
in th 


= 


few, and Lawful: / I need not tell you what they are, 
i! decauſe you know by Experience, chat they are notſo 
_ intolerable, but that you can ſometimes comply with 
them. Nor need Ladd any more on this Head and fo 
deal only appeal to your Miniſters themſelves, (which 
| I believe, 1 may venture to do, in this Caſe) and en- 
| treat you to conſult rhe beſt,” and moſt judicious among it 
| them whether They ſhould have thought themſelves un- 
deran Obligation to Sæparati from the Etabliſbed Church, 
5 Tuppoſing nd other Terms had been required of zhem; but 
what are now required of you: Or rather, Whether hey 
would not, upon ſuch Terms, have judged themſelves to 
bdbeunder an indiſpenſable Obligation to hold Communion 
with it, and to give all Lawful Encouragement to it. 
_ Had this been the Caſe, I cannot but think, if I may 
have leave to judge from all their Conduct, and all their 
Propoſals, that the AA of Uniformity would never have 
been complained of by them, or any material Objecti- 
ons urged againſt the Terms of their Conformity. And 
i this appear to be ſo, ſuppoſing them in your Cir- 
=_ cumlitances, this ſhould induce you to think terioully of 
pour Behaviour; and not to diſturb the Trace of the 
5 Obriſt ian Chugch, for the lake of thoſe Terms of Commu- 
one 3 acknowledge to bey in themſelves, 
kl. But if, after all that can be ſaid, to perſuade you 
to Conſtant Conformity, you ſhould be apt to think, that 
dur Dvvifions are come to ſuch . 
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of l Land, that your Conformity can do Jr little 
towards reſtoring Peace, and Charity, amongſt us; and - 
is hardly worthy of your Concern, on this 22 W 
ou can, towards that glorious End; and let thas be ne- 
Le ſo little, it will be accepted by God, as. the only "oh 
how highly you value them. 
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Conſider, that this cannot excuſe you from doing 


Teſtimony you can give, 


We have not done cur Buries, in our particular Stati: - 
Jon, till we have done, all m ux f wer, to ptome 
* Love and-Concord amongſt Chriftians : And it every one 


ſhould neglect to do this , | becauſe his Influence will 


reach but to a ſmall Compaſs, it 15.1 
ſhould ever be reſtored. Ihe fewer Oc 


impollible they 
hons there be 

of Strife, and Variance; the more likely is true Chris. 

| flianity to flouriſh, and the Goſpel to be well (pokenof, 

in the World. Aud fince your Conformity, will remove 

many of theſe Occafrons at preſent ʒ and is not unlikely, 
thro the Bleſſing of God, 0 lay the Foundation of a 
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laſting Trace, and glorious Concord, amongit us, in 


ought to have, if youſtill negle& that Conformity hich 


Times to come; how can jou think, that you 2 7 
chat Regard to theſe great Goods „ which Chriſtians | 


is the greateſt Demonſtration you can give of your Re- 


gard to them? 


XII. 16, therefore, the Terms of your Conformity tos 
the Eſtabliſhed Church be lawfulz if you can by thu pro- "> 
mote. Peace; and Love, amongſt Chriſtians ; If it be your 1 


indiſpenſable Duty to do What you can towards this 
End, however others n 
can, by your Conformity, highly conſult the Eadifaati- 


on of the whole Chriſtian Church, without negleRing 
your own, or endangering your Salvation; If neither” | 
true Chriſtian Moderation, nor a Cathol:ick; and Chari- 


negle& it. and diſregard it; If vou 


any thing inconkiteut with. Con/tanz "Co 
Let the Honour of that Name by which you are called; 


and the Senle of thote Milchiefs we feel from our mi- 


ſerable Diviſions, and Diſtin&icns, move you to the 
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"Bra 1 880 to mind che aeg a8 
bd ® Compliant Temperz and think how 3 
| | Rs you are apt xo judge it in others; r not 
1 jel up the donteſted Points far thb fake of Peace. 
|| out into the World; aid ee what Heat and Fu- 


99 dor Religions Diſt int en 913 #64 t all other Conteſts ; 
_ ow '*huch ambecoming/Pathon | cauſe 1655 
ll your lelresh and argongit others ates A a 
Dion fatau they turn e Edge, and 
Winds, from Concerns of inge — to 5 — 
pb of no\Conhdexarionz how many Opportunities they | 
- ll ever give our dur common Enemies; Within, an with 
Dut us to carry on their Defigns-; -and perhaps, at | 
ES to bring about our utter Raine: ' Reflect on all 
5 ti and much more chat mi —— added; and then 
BY. . wonkderſeriouſly 5 with” 2 elves, whether it can be 
1 enough foryanto follow Jour on Inclinations; with- 
\ 45 =: 2 8 regard to the World of Chriſtiam about you ; 
5 © and Wherher it can become Jou to Wale to do any 
- 1 uin in order to put an E End to thefe Miferies. Laſt 
= 3 bf all, Think nor your own Fterndl Salvation uncon- 
14 5 ' gerned in this Matter: For che Precepts of the Go/- 
5 make it the indiſpenſable Duty of every Chri- 
5 Fim to follbbw after Feace 5 to avoid every Practice 
FEB FS "Uk may prove the occafion'6f ee atrial ; and 
dee promote Love; and Concord, inthe World. And, 
weer, there is Force enough in all dieſe Confrs- 
LR . 1 to W D 8 . e you 
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